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Had the cobra struck before he fired ? Had the wedding dowry indeed expired? Had she fainted or was she dead?
The snake at any rate was not there,
But only the swineherd's daughter From her lofty perch on the leaning tree Had marked his shot-mangled form as he
Plunged lifeless into the water.
The ropes were lowered and the buffalo
Was dragged to the upper level. She was dead as a nail, though no wound was
found, And the Brahman priests who stood around
Declared, "Tis the work of the devil."
But Kutta Pal insisted upon
Post-mortem examination, "When  they found that she  died of  shock to the
mind, With alcoholic excess, combined
With fatty degeneration.
IX
The disconsolate owner then woke the groom,
By stroking his head with a rock. When Larki heard that the cow was dead, He sleepily murmured, " Go home to bed 1
The wedding is off, Old Cock I